BOAT TEST

ORKNEY 522

Photographs by Lloyd Rogers
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Room for loads of electronics

LAIN, SIMPLE AND
extremely seaworthy — all
words which initially sum up
the 522 from Arundel-based
boatbuilder Orkney Boats.

And here are some more terms that
describe the boat after I tested one inside
and outside Chichester harbour on a rather
wet, windy and rough day — try roomy,
value for money, stable and loads of fun.

Those of you who have been reading the
magazine for years know that we have had
various Orkney boats for years, built for
us in bright yellow — the same colour as
the magazines masthead. So we know our
boats, and we especially know the Orkney
range, and this has got to be the best one
I have ever driven. I knew she was for me
the moment I saw her moored alongside
the pontoon at the Northshore Yacht Yard.

Built in standard brilliant white hand lay
GRP laced with isophthalic resin, this is a
boat you can drive straight from Orkney’s
yard with a standard package fit-out (see
the accompanying panel for full details)
or customise to suit your own angling and
leisure needs.

I would go for the standard boat, add a
compass, auxiliary outboard, VHF radio,
and fish-finder/GPS system and go fishing.
At heart this is a true angling boat, not a
tender to a super yacht, so you don't need
the bells and whistles —and why spend the
extra money anyway?

Tﬁe forward hatch has a gas strut to stop it falling down on your head

The 522 is plain and simple, but she’s
no ugly duckling and sits comfortably
between the equally new and bigger 592
and the popular semi-planing hulled 520.

I like speed. The feeling of the wind
ripping into my face always excites, under
the right conditions, and the 522 won'
disappoint here. The boat in the pictures
was fitted with a Mercury EFI 50 four-
stroke, and what a team they make. Push
the engine control forward and the power
kicks straight in. The boat isaway like a hare
and — thanks to the boats deep forefoot,
‘Veed sections forward and moderate aft
dead rise — she doesn't take long to be up
on the plane and raring to go.

With this engine and just two anglers
aboard with moderate kit, expect a top
speed of 26 knots. Drop engine size to a
40hp unit and you'll get 20 knots, and if
fuel is an issue go for a 30hp engine and
save money.

This boat is a real smoothie. She not only
flies along, but the ride is superb — even
without the ballast of anglers, fuel and kit.
Outside the restrictions of the harbour I
gave the 522 her head and she loved it.
Only when we got into a nasty tide and
swell caused by a strong tide ripping over
the sandbar at the entrance to the harbour
did 1 have to ease off the throttle.

So Ilike the look of the boat, T appreciate
the simplicity, and I like the power, speed
and sea-keeping qualities. B
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Livebait tanks are stadard

EXCITING NEW
ORKNEY BOAT
ON VIEW AT THE
SOUTHAMPTON
BOAT SHOW

- GATES OPEN
SEPTEMBER 12
Exclusive on-water test
of the new boat, which
promises new levels

of economical boating
- only in the next issue
of Sea Angler.

We tried to get a snatch
picture of the new
Orkney, but this is the
best we could do. See
the next issue for the
full report.
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It's always worth sitting up and taking notice
when Orkney launches a new boat. Editor

Mel Russ gets excited about the plain and simple
522, even when the weather is foul and rain is
dribbling down his neck
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The Mercury EFI 50hp engine The Orkney 522 is a real smoothie and the ride is superb
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