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Tough little beach
boats help
families get afloat
in recession
ANDREW NUNN

mall, utility, open boats which are
safe, fun and ideal for families
and day-boaters have been
identified by a historic Suffolk
firm as a big new market for the
East of England, particularly in
light of the recession.
Long-established Seamark Nunn of
Felixstowe is just starting its second year of
representation for Orkney Boats, which are
built in the west country.
Its year one performance saw sales place it
as the fourth best region in the UK, so
Seamark Nunn is putting major effort behind
Orkney – and sees the economics of the
brand as key.
They can be trailered, used off beaches,
carry outboards, or some inboards, and start
from a few thousand pounds.
Director Andrew Nunn says: “Last year, our
first for Orkney, was very encouraging with
good sales. However, even in the country’s
state, or perhaps because of it, 2009 has
started particularly well with sales from the
London boat show and subsequently – and
there’s a lot of optimism.”
Orkney sales manager Tom Pannell says:
“The East of England is following on the
Solent and the predictable Scottish and
Cornish waters so far as our sales are
concerned – and we’re delighted.”
The two companies believe this difficult age
is ideal for selling the economic, utility – some
would say tough, rough and ready – facilities
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of these craft for families, children, day
cruisers or weekenders even camping on or
by their boats.
The range is from £2,500 right through to
£100,000 and this year Orkney will produce a
more lavish craft, 27ft, at £135,000.
Andrew’s grandfather Harry Nunn along
with his brother Ernie Nunn started Nunn Bros
Boatyard in 1921 at Waldringfield on the River
Deben.
“My father and mother started Seamark
Nunn in 1961 and I joined the business in
2001, so there is a 40-year gap between each
generation.”
Seamark Nunn is now one of the longest
established family-run boating businesses in
the UK. It took over from Nunn Bros in 1961 –
the second generation, Mike and Rosemary
Nunn.
The company emerged as a boat building
and chandlery business to support the
growing boating community on the Suffolk
and Essex Coast.
From its inception, the company built a
solid reputation for fast racing dinghies in
wood and later GRP, and during the late
1960s and 1970s was a favorite builder for
the OK Dinghy, Solo and Optimist.
Orkney Boats was founded in 1976 and
started with just one model, The Orkney
Longliner 16, a model still in production today
and with well over 4000 examples still floating
in waters as far a field as Greenland and the
Falkland Isles. Other models are used by

harbour masters worldwide, HM Customs and
Excise, National Rivers Authority, National
Trust, US Army, commercial fishermen and
sailing clubs worldwide.
The boats have a reputation in the marine
industry for quality, sea-worthiness and are
strong and durable.
These include the Orkney 452, 522 and
592 craft from the series 2 range and include
in their design the exceptional sea-keeping
qualities of the Nelson range of boats.
The larger Orkney Pilothouse range owes
much to the renowned Nelson Launches from
TT Boat designs; like them, they are built to
take tough seas and difficult sea conditions in
their stride.
Not only are these boats ideal for first
timers and families – Orkney have sold
several as “second boats” to Sunseeker,
Princess and Moody bosses for them and
their families to use in circumstances where
they’re more appropriate.
■ NEXT ISSUE: Anglia Afloat sends our
contributor Andrew Pinder and wife Rachel
and sons Robbie, 12, and Ted, nine, for a
weekend aboard an Orkney. Andrew will
report and photograph his views as they go
down river, out to sea, camping, having fun
off the beach, hopefully good weather, come
what will!
■ Information: Seamark Nunn on 01394
451000 or at www.seamarknunn.com
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